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Chiritopsis lingchuanensis Yan Liu & Y. G. Wei, a new 
species of Gesneriaceae from Guangxi, China 
LIU Yan WEI Yi-Gang TANG Sai-Chun 


(Guangxi Institute of Botany, Guangxi Zhuangzu Autonomous Region and the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
Guilin 541006, China) 


Abstract A new species of Gesneriaceae, Chiritopsis lingchuanensis Yan Liu & Y. G. Wei, 
which was found to grow in a karst cave in Lingchuan County, Guangxi, China, is described 
and illustrated. The new species is similar to C. bipinnatifida W. T. Wang in having cymes 
lax-flowered, the corolla white, distinctly 2-lipped, the posterior lip three times shorter than 
the anterior one, and the staminodes 3, but differs by having leaves undivided and stamens 
pubescent. The new species is also similar to C. repanda W. T. Wang in the leaf shape, but 
differs in its corolla indistinctly 2-lipped, the posterior lip subequal to the anterior one, 
stamens glabrous, and the staminodes 2. 

Key words Chiritopsis, Chiritopsis lingchuanensis Yan Liu & Y. G. Wei, Gesneriaceae, new 
species, Karst cave, Guangxi, China. 
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Chiritopsis lingchuanensis Yan Liu & Y. G. Wei, sp. nov. Fig. 1 


Species nova ob cymas laxifloras, corollam albam, bilabiatam, labium posticum eo antico 
circ. 3-plo brevius, staminodia 3 affinis C. bipinnatifidae W. T. Wang, quae foliis bipinnatifidis, 
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Fig. 1. Chiritopsis lingchuanensis Yan Liu & Y. G. Wei. A, habit; B, corolla opened with stamens and staminodes; C, 





stamens; D, calyx and pistil; E, disc and pistil; F, fruit. Drawn by S. Q. He from Yan Liu L1085. 
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staminibus glabris differt. Haec species forma folii etiam affinis C. repandae W. T. Wang, quae 
corolla inconspicue bilabiata, labio postico eo antico subaequilongo, staminibus glabris, 
staminodiis 2 differt. 

Herba perennis, pusilla. Rhizoma teres 5-30 mm longum, apice 3-15 mm crassum. Folia 
10-20, omnia basalia, longe petiolata; laminae tenuiter herbaceae, ovatae, anguste ovatae vel 
subellipticae, interdum inaequilaterales, 1.5—5.5 cm longae, 0.8—3 cm latae, apice obtusae vel 
rotundatae, basi in petiolum attenuatae vel late cuneatae, margine repandae vel remote 
repando-crenatae, utrinque densiuscule puberulae, nervis lateralibus utrinsecus 2-3 
inconspicuis; petioli complanati, 1.5-8 cm longi, 1.5-4 mm lati, dense pubescentes. Scapi 
3-10, graciles, 5-12 cm alti cum pedicellis villosuli; cymae semel vel bis ramosae, 
2-12-florae; bracteae oppositae, lanceolatae, 2.5-5 mm longae, 0.5-1.5 mm latae, 
pubescentes; bracteolae bracteis similes, minores; pedicelli 5-15 mm longi, graciles. Calyx ad 
basin 5-sectus, segmentis lanceolato-linearibus 4—7 mm longis 0.5-2 mm latis apice acutis 
extus villosulis intus sparse pilosellis. Corolla alba, 13-16 mm longa, extus dense pubescens, 
intus sparse puberula, tubo crasse tubulari, limbo bilabiato 9-12 mm longo leviter 
purpurascenti ore 4—5 mm diam., labio postico circ. 1 mm longo ad basin 2-secto, lobis 2.5-3 
mm latis, eo antico 3.5-5 mm longo ad medium 3-fido, lobis rotundato-ovatis 3—4 mm latis 
intus inter eos purpurello-striatis. Stamina 2, filamentis dense puberulis ad 2.6 mm supra basin 
corollae insertis 8-11 mm longis subulatis prope medium geniculatis pubescentibus, antheris 
circ. 2.5 mm longis, cohaerentibus, loculis divaricatis apice confluentibus connectivis 
puberulis. Staminodia 3, filiformia, ad 1.5-2 mm supra basin corollae inserta, circ. 1.5 mm 
longa, glabra. Discus annularis, circ. 1 mm altus, margine leviter undulatus. Ovarium 
ovoideum, 2-3 mm longum, 1.5-2 mm diam., dense pubescens, stylo 8 mm longo dense 
puberulo, stigmate bilobulato. Capsula longe ovoidea, 6—7 mm longa, 2-3 mm lata, dense 
puberula. Fl. Jun.-Sep. Fr. Jul.-Oct. 


China. Guangxi ([] [] ): Lingchuan ([] [J ), Dajing ([] [] ), in Karst cave, rare, alt. 340 
m, 2004-06-08, Yan Liu ([] [] ) L0974 (IBK); the same locality, 2004-07-12, Yan Liu ([] [] ) 
L1005 (IBK); the same locality, 2004-08-14, Yan Liu ([] [] ) L1061 (IBK); the same locality, 
2004-09-11, Yan Liu ([] [] ) L1085 (holotype, IBK; isotypes, IBK, PE). 
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